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A RECORD OF FACTS. 



TO ALL WHOM IT MAY CONCERN. 

The following publication, of grave matters connected With the 
Medical Department of the University of Louisville, is rendered 
necessary by the frequent appeals to us from men of all classes 
in this community in regard to the recent difficulties between the 
Trustees of the University and the late Faculty, which resulted 
in the dismissal of the latter from their respective chairs by the 
Trustees. Our object is not to discuss the matter; but to state 
the facts as drawn from the official records, as- they appear in the 
minutes of the Faculty meetings and actions. 

Before proceeding with the recital of facts, however, we will call 
attention to one leading feature of the whole transaction, for the 
purpose of correcting the impression which has already been 
sought to be made concerning it, and which will be still further 
pressed on the public mind. We allude to the fact of our having 
been requested to resign, and refused to do so. 

The specious pretense has been set up that it was not intended 
to treat the Faculty amiss, that they were not expelled until they 
had refused to resign. Persons not familiar with such things 
may be readily deceived by this special spleading. But all the 
physicians of the city understood the matter at once. They 
knew perfectly well that the request to resign was a virtual com- 
mand to do so, was equivalent to an expulsion, and that those 
asking it of us really sought thus to shield themselves from the 
odium of forcibly dissolving the Faculty. It was only a gentler 
mode of execution ; and we, so regarding' it, determined that the 
revolutionists should take the fall responsibility of their work. 

In order that the public may fully understand the changes 






which have been made in the University, we will show its organ- 
ization at the end of the last session, and will afterwards show 
the result of the work as far as it has gone. 



At the end of last session. 

Trustees. 
Hon. James Guthrie, Prest. 
Wm, S. Vernon, Sec. 
James Trabue, Esq. 
W. E. Glover, Esq. 
Thomas H. Crawford, Esq. 
Hon. S. S. Nicholas. 
Hon. Geo. A. Caldwell. 
Isaac Everett, Esq. 
T. E. Wilson, M. D. 
John Bar bee. 
One vacancy. 

Medical Faculty. 
J. Lawrence Smith, M. D. 
Theodore S. Bell, M. D. 
Llewellyn Powell, M. D. 
Lewis Rogers, M. D. 
George W. Bayless, M. D. 
Samuel M. Bemiss, M. D. 
James M. Holloway, M. D. 



At the present time. 
Trustees. 
Hon. James Guthrie, Prest. 
Wm. S. Vernon, Sec. 
James Trabue, Esq. 
W. E. Glover, Esq. 
Thomas H. Crawford, Esq. 
Henry Miller, M. D. 
Robert J. Elliott, Esq. 
D. Spalding, Jr., Esq. 
Hon. W. S. Bodley. 
R. C. Hewett, M. D. 
Capt. Z. M. Shirley. 

Medical Faculty. 



S. G. Armor, M. D. 
M. Goldsmith, M. D. 

C. L. Ford, M. D. 



The President of the Board of Trustees being absent in Wash- 
ington City, Dr. Henry Miller «was elected President, pro tern. 
Some time before the occurrence of our difficulties, Profs. Bell 
and Rogers resigned their position, and to show exactly how they 
stood in the matter we insert their letters of resignation : 

LETTERS OF RESIGNATION OF PROFESSORS ROGERS AND BiJLL. 

Louisville, Ky., May 2, 1866. 
6r. W. Bayless, M. 7)., Dean: 

Dear Sir — I beg leave to tender, through you and by this note 
to the Trustees of the University of Louisville, my resignation of 
the chair of Materia Medica and Therapeutics. 

I regret that feeble health requires me to retire from an Insti- 
tution with which I have been so long connected, and in the for- 
tunes of which I now feel and shall continue to feel a very great 
interest. It is with equal regret that I am compelled to separate 



from colleagues for whom I entertain so much regard, and with 
whom my relations have been so agreeable. 
Very truly yours, &c, 

LEWIS ROGERS. 

Louisville, Ky., May 2, 1866. 
Prof. G. W. Bayless, Bean of the Medical Department of the 

University of Louisville: 

Dear Sir — As a matter of prudence and propriety, I beg leave 
through you to tender to the Trustees of the University, my re- 
signation of the chair of the Science and Practice of Medicine 
and Public Hygiene. I have been desirous for several years to 
retire from the duties of the chair, but the expostulations of mem- 
bers of the Faculty, and the condition of public affairs, induced 
me to delay this action until a more opportune season. I think 
that the time for this action has come. 

It is scarcely necessary for me to express the profound regret 
that I feel in severing a connection that has at all times been a 
most pleasant one with my present colleagues. Throughout my 
connection with the school, my relations have been uniformly de- 
lightful with those engaged with me in the important business of 
giving medical instruction. I shall cherish very pleasant memo- 
ries of the constant kindness and courtesies of my colleagues to- 
ward myself. 

I pray you, Mr. Dean, to convey to the Trustees of the Univer- 
sity my grateful sense of their unvarying kindness, with the earn- 
est hope that they may be able to place medical instruction in this 
city upon a secure and prosperous basis. 

I am very respectfully and very truly, yours, 

T. S. BELL. 

University of Louisville, 
Medical Department,- May 25, 1866. 
Hon. Geo. A. Caldwell, President pro tern. Bd. Trustees: 

Sir — I send herewith a letter from Professor T. S. Bell, re- 
signing the chair of the Science and Practice of Medicine and 
Public Hygiene ; and one, also, from Professor Lewis Rogers, re- 
signing the chair of Materia Medica and Therapeutics. 



6 

I am instructed by the Faculty to recommend to your honorable 
Board that the former chair be filled by the transfer of Prof. 
Sam'l M. Bemiss to it, and the latter by the appointment of Dr. 
Lunsford P. Tandell, jr. 

I am also instructed by the Faculty to make the following 
recommendations, to-wit : 

1. That Prof. James M. Holloway be transferred from the chair 
of Anatomy to one to be styled Surgical and Pathological Anat- 
omy. 

2. That Dr. J. W. Benson be appointed to a chair to be styled 
General and Descriptive Anatomy. 

3. That Dr. David W. Yandell be appointed to a chair to be 
styled Military and Clinical Surgery. 

4. That Dr. Preston B. Scott be appointed to a chair to be 
styled Physiology. 

I have the honor to be your ob'd't serv't, 

G. W. BAYLESS, Bean. 

MEETING OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES. 

A meeting of the Board of Trustees was held on or about the 
28th of May, when the foregoing letter was laid before them. 
Whereupon a committee, consisting of Geo. A. Caldwell and 
Isaac Everett, was appointed, in the language of the resolution, 
" to report upon the recommendation of the Faculty, for a re-or- 
ganization of the Faculty." 

Another meeting of the Board of Trustees was held on the 4th 
of June, when it was discovered that, from one death and the 
terms of office of four of its members having expired, there were 
five vacancies in the Board ; and the President being absent in 
Washington, there was not a sufficient number of members in the 
city to act upon the recommendation of the Faculty, it requiring 
a majority of the ^Trustees and President to appoint or remove 
Professors. 

On the 8th day of June, the City Council appointed five new 
Trustees to fill the vacancies, and at a meeting of the Trustees, held 
on the 10th of June, the following preamble and resolution were 
passed, to-wit : 




Whereas, The new programme of a Medical Faculty which 
has been submitted by the Medical Department of the University 
to the President and Trustees, is liable to a suspicion of resting 
on a political basis; and whereas, no such basis, of whatever 
- complexion it may be, in the opinion of this Board, is permissa- 
ble, and if established would prove to be injurious, probably de- 
structive, to any literary or scientific institution in the country. 
And whereas, the programme aforesaid proposes to increase the 
number of Professorships in the Medical Department, which in- 
crease is contrary to usage in such cases, and is unnecessary ; and 
whereas, in filling vacant Professorships, as also in organizing the 
Faculty de novo, the Board deem it their duty, ignoring politics 
and all extraneous considerations, to be governed by the single 
rule to appoint to the several chairs Professors who are best quali- 
fied to teach. Therefore, 

Resolved, That the programme and nominations in pursuance 
of it be rejected. 

FACULTY MEETING. 

The Faculty met June 13th, 1866. Present, Professors Smith, 
Powell, Bemiss, Holloway, and Bayless. 

Dr. R. C. Hewett and Mr. James Trabue appeared at the meet- 
ing, and exhibited the following resolution of the Board of Trus- 
tees: 

Resolved, That a committee of two, viz : Dr. R. C. Hewett and 
James Trabue, be appointed to confer with the present Faculty of 
the Medical Department of the University of Louisville, and 
agree upon the names of suitable persons to be proposed to the 
Board of Trustees, that from them Professors may be elected to 
fill the vacant chairs in the University. 

The Faculty received the gentlemen in the capacity proposed, 
and a conference was at once held to carry out the objects of the 
resolution. 

At the suggestion of members of the Faculty, who had assur- 
ances that the gentlemen would accept, the conference agreed to 
propose the name of Dr. E. D. Foree for the chair of the Science 
and Practice of Medicine and Public Hygiene, and Dr. Lundsford 
P. Yandell, jr., for that of Materia Medica and Therapeutics. 

Members of the Faculty also suggested the following names of 
gentlemen living at a distance, and whom they had reason to sup- 
pose would accept the places if offered; and the conference agreed 
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to recommend them, viz : Dr, Chip ley, of Lexington, Ky., for the 
chair of Practice, and Dra_ Samuel GL Armor, of Michigan, J. S. 
AthoB, of Indiana, and James Hodman, of Hopkinsville, Ky., for 
the chair of Materia Medica and Therapeutics. 

The Faculty were informed by the Committee that the Board 
would meet the next day (the 14th,) to act upon the recommenda- 
tions. The conference was dissolved, and the Faculty adjourned. 

G. W. BAYLESS, Dean. 

MEETING OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES. 

In the meantime the Trustees met, and through their Secretary 
sent the following to the Dean of the Faculty : 

G. W. Bayless, M. 2>., Dean: 

Dear Sir — At a meeting of the Trustees of the University of 
Louisville, Saturday, the 16th inst., the following resolution was 
adopted, and the Secretary requested to furnish you with a copy 
of the same, which is herewith enclosed. 
Respectfully your ob'd't, 

W. S. VEKNON, Seo'y. 

[COPY OF RESOLUTION.] 

Resolved, That, in the opinion of the Board, a thorough re-or- 
ganization of the Medical Department is essential to its success, 
and to that end it is desirable that the chairs should be vacated, 
and to attain that necessary end without censure to any present 
incumbent, the remaining Professors are requested to resign. 

ANSWER OF THE FACULTY TO THE REQUEST TO RESIGN. 

After considerable conversation, and a review of the whole mat- 
ter, the Faculty adopted the following letter to the Board in an- 
swer to the foregoing resolution, viz : 

University of Louisville, 
Medical Department, June 19, 1866. 
To the Board of Trustees of the University of Louisville: 

Gentlemen — We were appointed to the official positions which 
we hold in the Medical Department by your predecessors in office, 
of whom it may be said without disparagement to you, that they 
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were quite as devoted as yourselves to the best interests of the 
institution, and quite as competent to determine what was best 
for the security and promotion of those interests. 

It is equally true that those gentlemen never expressed, and it 
is believed never entertained the opinion, that we had at any time 
nor in any degree failed in the difficult and responsible duties they 
had assigned to us. It is in strange conflict with those facts that 
you now request, that is, virtually demand of us to resign the 
chairs which we severally occupy j without condescending to favor 
us with one word in explanation of a proceedure so unusual and 
so summary. 

We protest, gentlemen, against your course in the premises, as 
an unmerited offense to our feelings as men, and in derogation of 
our duly vested rights as Professors, rights which have not been 
forfeited through any incompetency or misconduct of our own, 
and of which we can only be deprived by the exercise of your 
power. 

In conclusion, gentlemen, we, the old and tried friends of the 
University, can not of our own will consent to abandon it in the 
day of its adversity, to be given over to those who for years have 
been warring against it with a bitter and relentless hostility. 

We, therefore, positively decline to comply with your polite in- 
vitation to resign our chairs. If our official connexion with the 
University is sundered, the responsibility for such disruption shall 
rest upon others and not upon ourselves. 
Very respectfully, 

G. W. BAYLESS, Bean, and 

Professor of Surgery. 
J. LAWRENCE SMITH, 
Professor of Chemistry. 
LLWELLYN POWELL, 

Professor of Obstetric Medicine. . 
JAMES M. HOLLOWAY, 
Professor of Anatomy. 
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MEETING OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES EXPELLING THE PROFESSORS 
FROM THE UNIVERSITY. 

Louisville, June 19, 1866. 
G. W. BaylessyM. P.: 

Sir — In answer to your note of the 20th inst., it is my duty to 

inform you of the passage of the following resolution, which you 

will please to communicate to the gentlemen embraced in that note. 

Most respectfully yours, 

W. S. VERNON, Sec'y. 

Besolved, That the remaining incumbents of the chairs of the 
Medical Department having declined tendering their resignations 
under the resolution adopted at the last meeting, it is now ordered 
that they be removed from their offices as Professors. 
G. W. Bayless, Dean, and Professor of Surgery ; J. Lawrence 
Smith, £rof. of Chemistry ; Llewellyn Powell, Prof, of Materia 
Medica; James M. Hollo way, Prof, of Anatomy. 

Note. — It will be seen that the Secretary has transposed the 
date of his note in place of that of the Faculty, and has also 
designated Prof. Powell as Prof, of Materia Medica instead of 
Obstetric Medicine. 

COMMUNICATION TO THE TRUSTEES AFTER DISMISSAL OF THE PRO- 
FESSORS. 

Louisville, June 30, 1866. 
To the Board of Trustees of the University of Louisville: 

Gentlemen — We have received from your Secretary a copy of 
your resolution, which he states was passed on the 19th inst., 
ordering that we be removed from our offices as Professors. 

We have reason to believe that this act was accomplished ille- 
gally.* But it is not the object of this communication to raise 
that question ; whether our relations with the school are severed or 
not, however, we are not deprived of our rights as gentlemen to 
correct an error that your honorable body is laboring under in 
reference to our communication of the 19th inst., which we under- 
stand was regarded by you as an insult. 

We hold that the language of that entire communication is, as 
it was intended to be, altogether respectful, and that by no rule 
of fair and strict construction can any portion of it be tortured 
* For explanation of this see Note 3 at the end. 
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into an insult. We, therefore, see no occasion for offering an 
apology or making any retraction. Nevertheless, we deem it 
respectful to you and due to ourselves to tender an explanation of 
the following paragraph, which we understand was considered by 
you as offensive, viz : " We, the old and tried friends of the 
University, can not, of our own will and consent, abandon it in 
the day of its adversity, to be given over to those who for years 
have been warring against it with a bitter and relentless hostility." 
This paragraph had no reference whatever to your honorable body, 
but pointed to certain other parties who, for years, stood opposed 
to the best interests of the University, and were seeking for their 
own selfish ends to disorganize its Medical Faculty. We had rear- 
son to believe that if we left the school, the whole subject would 
be presented to you in such a light as to induce you to place it 
mainly in the hands of the persons against whom that paragraph 
was intended to be directed. 

We are very respectfully, &c, 
G. W. BAYLESS, 
J. LAWRENCE SMITH, 
LLEWELLYN POWELL, 
JAMES M. HOLLOWAY. 

MEETING OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES. 

After the receipt of the above communication, the Trustees held 
a meeting, re- considered their vote of expulsion, and sent Mr. 
Tr&bue to communicate with the Faculty. 

COMMUNICATION FROM THE FACULTY TO THE TRUSTEES, JULY 5TH, 
IN RELATION TO THE ABOVE. 

X University of Louisville, 

Medical Department, July 5, 1866. 
To the Board of Trustees : 

Gentlemen — We have been officially notified by a member of 
your honorable body, Mr. Trabue, that at your meeting on the 3d 
inst., your resolution removing us from office was reconsidered 
and then rejected, but that the one requesting us to resign re- 
mained in full force, and we were expected again to respond to it. 

t *-n^4 *n<+y> v^ y 
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That resolution assigns necessity for a thorough re-organization of 
the Medical Department, as the reason for requesting us to resign. 

Now, being citizens like yourselves, and having the same pride 
and interest with your honorable body in shaping the destinies of 
the school for good, and having been long connected with it, and, 
therefore, presumed to be familiar with the influences calculated 
to affect its interests, we think there is entire propriety in our pro- 
posing to examine this question, with the view of aiding in deter- 
mining whether a re-organization is necessary or not, and that 
without any desire to trench on your prerogative or power in 
making and unmaking Faculties. We feel, indeed, that it would be 
injustice to you, to the school, and to ourselves, not to put you in 
possession of our views on the subject, and of facts on which they 
are based. 

Is there, then, a necessity for a re-organization? It is a per- 
fectly plain proposition that if it is intended to put the present 
members of the Faculty back again, and into the same places they 
now occupy, re- organization would t^e a work of supererogation 
But if it be intended to leave them, or any one of them, out in the 
re-organization, or to transfer any one of its members into any 
other position than that now occupied, then re- organization would 
suit those having such objects in view. Now, what is the pur- 
pose of those who urge a re-organization? We feel fully warran- 
ted in declaring that the originator of the scheme of re-organiza- 
tion, Br. Henry Miller, has for his purpose — indeed, for his prin- 
cipal object — so far as we are concerned, to change the occupancy 
of the Surgical chair. It is his object to vacate that chair, either 
by the transfer of its present incumbent (Dr. Bay less) to another 
chair, or by causing him to leave the school, in order to make 
way for the introduction of another persorfT We declare, further- 
more, that Dr. Miller has strenuously opposed the filling of the va- 
cant chairs, and leaving the present Faculty in their places, because 
that would thwart his cherished schemes. Now, as to the transfer of 
Dr. Bayless and the introduction of another in his place, we re- 
spectfully represent that, having been in the school and serving 
with Dr. Bayless, we were in a position to form a more correct 
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opinion than Dr. Miller could possibly do on that question. And 
we declare it as our firm conviction that no such change was or is 
demanded by the interests of the school. We beg leave, more- 
over, to add that we know such a change would be in direct oppo- 
sition to the wishes of Dr. Bayless, and we think it would be a 
great injustice to him to force him into a position he does not 
want, or else to leave the school, simply to make way for the in- 
troduction of another. To sustain these declarations and justify 
these expressions, we feel it necessary to make the following reci- 
tal of facts: 

After making a strenuous but fruitless effort to effect a blending 
of the Faculties of the two Medical Schools of the city, into one, 
we, of the University, determined to try to get Dr. Miller to join 
us in an eighth chair which it was proposed should be created for 
him. He seemed willing to accede to our wishes if Dr. Gold- 
smith could also be introduced into the school. In order to secure 
Dr. Miller's services, more than for any thing else, the Faculty 
determined to propose to Dr. Goldsmith, to be confirmed by the 
Trustees, a portion of the Surgical chair, to which arrangement 
Dr. Bayless was willing. The offer was made to Dr. Goldsmith, 
who declined it. We were given to understand that he was not 
willing to take any thing short of the whole chair. We were not 
willing to see Dr. Bayless leave the Surgical chair altogether, nor 
to ask him to accede to so unreasonable a demand. So that ne- 
gotiation ended, Dr. Miller not being willing to join us without 
Dr. Goldsmith. We will say, by the way, that the Surgical chair is 
divided in many of the best schools in the country ; and, also, that 
we never contemplated an increase in the expense of the students 
by any proposed increase of the chairs. In this connection, allow 
us to say that our recommendation for an increase in the number 
of chairs is fully sustained by the usage in other schools, as is set 
forth by the accompanying abstracts ; in contravention of the posi- 
tion assumed in the preamble and resolution adopted at a meeting 
of your Board on the 10th of June, in the following words, viz : 
" And whereas, the programme aforesaid proposes to increase the 
number of Professorships in the Medical Department, which in- 
crease is contrary to usage in such cases, and is unnecessary." 
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Not long after the occurrences above related, Dr. Miller sought 
a conference with Prof. Smith, and made a formal proposition for 
an organization of a Faculty which included Dr. Goldsmith in the 
Surgical chair, Dr. Bayless in Physiology and Pathological Anat- 
omy, and himself (Dr. Miller) in an eighth chair. Notwithstanding 
the Faculty were anxious to secure the co-operation of Dr. Miller, 
they would not accede to his proposition, for the reason set forth 
above. 

In a few days thereafter, Dr. Miller expressed to Dr. Bayless a 
desire to have a conversation with him in order to set himself 
right, as he expressed it. He was cordially invited to Dr. Bay- 
less' office, when he said that in proposing to put Dr. Goldsmith 
in Surgery and Dr. Bayless elsewhere, he did not mean it as an 
expression of judgment on his part as to the superiority of Dr. 
Goldsmith, for he considered Dr. Bayless fully his equal as a sur- 
geon. But he was anxious for the introduction of Dr. Goldsmith 
into the school — that Dr. Goldsmith had never taught anything 
but Surgery, and said he could not teach any thing else, whilst 
Dr. Bayless had taught and could teach another branch as well. 
Dr. Bayless assured Dr. Miller of his desire to gratify him, and 
to secure his co-operation ; but that such an arrangement would 
seriously injure his professional interests, and more than all, 
would mortify him, as his removal from the Surgical chair would 
be considered an evidence that he had not sustained himself in it. 
Dr. Miller promptly replied, " With those views and feelings on j 

your part, Doctor, I would not advise you to consent to such an I 

arrangement, and I would be the last person to ask it of you." 

Strangely enough in contrast with these friendly expressions, 
Dr. Miller next turns up along with Dr. Goldsmith, visiting, as 
we believe, all the members of the City Council, for the purpose of 
getting them to leave out the old Trustees whose terms of office had - 

expired, and elect new ones. It was perfectly understood among the I 

members of the Profession in the city what the object was. We 
suppose there were very few who did not understand it as a 
leading object, the introduction of Dr. Goldsmith into the 
Surgical chair. Their efforts with the City Council were success- 
ful, as is well known, and five new Trustees were elected. 
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Now we beg leave distinctly to say, that we not only do not 
charge, but we do not believe that the newly elected members 
were pledged, nor even understood that they were, to do a work of 
turning out one or more Professors for the benefit of other per- 
sons. And yet the fact turns out that the idea of there being a 
necessity for a re-organization of the school wife quickly infused 
into their minds, and they very naturally adopted the views of 
Dr. Miller, who was known to be not only a physician, but an old 
teacher. And your honorable body have also been led to a course 
of action that, while we feel assured you mean no wrong to us, 
tends naturally to the result as set forth in our declaration. 

The further to sustain our declaration as to Dr. Miller's pur- 
pose, we beg leave to recall to the memory of your honorable 
body that he has opposed and has taken the lead in opposing 
every effort which has been made to get the vacant chairs filled. 
His reasons are very obvious to us : the filling of the chairs would 
thwart his cherished scheme. 

It is well known that at the first or second meeting of your 
Board, he introduced and procured the passage of a preamble and 
resolution, rejecting the recommendations we had made for filling 
the vacant chairs and adding to others ; one of the grounds of 
this objection was, there was a liability to suspicion of political 
considerations influencing our recommendations. In his talk with 
the members of the City Council, Dr. Miller was not so modest 
as to say there was a mere liability to such a suspicion, but boldly 
charged a political purpose upon us, and that, too, when he was 
in possession of facts plainly in conflict with such a charge. He 
not only knew of our having proposed to Dr. Goldsmith to join 
us, but he also knew that, in our negotiation with the gentlemen 
of the Kentucky School, we had proposed leaving the whole mat- 
ter of making up a Faculty for the one proposed school, to physi- 
cians not connected with either school, and that we named Dr. 
Hewett, Dr. Miller, and Dr. Foree as suitable referees. We take 
it that the proposing of those names is hardly compatible with a 
charge of our having a one-sided political scheme.* 

♦For additional light on this head see Drs. Bell and Rogers' letter in Note 
1, page 21. 



m 



16 

It will also be remembered that your honorable body appointed 
a committee to confer with the Faculty to agree upon names for 
filling the vacant chairs. By the way, in the meeting of that con- 
ference, Dr. Hewett expressed it as his opinion that there was no 
use in making any nominations to fill the chairs, for a re-organi- 
zation was contemplated, and he could not be convinced that the 
Board had not such views until the resolution raising the com- 
mittee was sent for. 

Dr. Miller again appears throwing obstacles in the way of fill- 
ing the vacant chairs. Among the i^ames presented by that con- 
ference was that of Dr. Foree, a gentleman admitted on all hands 
to be eminently fitted for the chair for which he was recommen- 
ded. Dr. Foree authorized, or consented to his name being pre- 
sented to the Board, and yet Dr. Miller makes some statements 
which made the impression upon/ the minds of members of your 
Board, that he (Dr. Miller) felt authorized to say that Dr. Foree 
would not accept. Dr. Foree became annoyed about the matter, 
and before the next meeting of the Board, withdrew his name, and 
we were thus foiled in our effort to get that chair filled. 

In final proof of our declaration as to the purpose of Dr. Mil- 
ler, we adduce Ids own avowal. Shortly after the passage of your 
resolution requesting us to resign, Dr. Miller called upon Prof. 
Smith, and in oourse of the conversation frankly stated that he 
had but two objects in re-organization. One was to get clear of 
Dr. Bemiss, and the other was to make the change in the Surgical 
chair which has already been set forth. In this connection permit 
us to remark, that it is a curious fact that at the very time Dr. 
Miller was trying to get clear of Dr. Bemiss as an incompetent 
teacher, the most wealthy and prosperous Medical School in the 
South sent him an appointment to the very chair which we recom- 
mended he should be transferred to, and which recommendation 
Dr. Miller induced you to reject. Dr. Bemiss had recently spent 
four years in the South in such a professional position as to throw 
him in contact with many of its leading medical men, and their 
appreciation of him is expressed in the appointment we have al- 
luded to. 

Now, gentlemen, with this exposition of facts, we assure you 
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that the positions we hold are far less desirable to us personally 
than you probably suppose. We think we understand far better 
than you can possibly do, the difficulties and responsibility of under- 
taking to carry on the school successfully and prosperously, after 
it has sustained the serious damage it has suffered by the occur- 
rences of the past few weeks. But as we have before intimated, 
we feel a pride in sustaining an institution which the city estab- 
lished at a very heavy cost, and which her citizens have hereto- 
fore pointed to with just pride and satisfaction, and for this rea- 
son, as well as that set forth in our previous communication, we 
are unwilling to abandon it. 

In conclusion, then, we beg leave to say : 
First. That if it be intended to put us back again into our same 
places, there is no necessity for our resigning, and no necessity 
for a re-organization. It is only necessary to fill the vacant chairs. 
Secondly. If that is not the purpose of those who urge a re-or- 
ganization, as we think we have plainly shown, then we are unwill- 
ing to resign, because to do so would be tamely acquiescing in a 
scheme which we condemn. 

We are very respectfully yours, 

G. W. BAYLESS, Dean, and 

Professor of Surgery. 
J. LAWRENCE SMITH, 

Professor of Chemistry. 
LLEWELLYN POWELL, 

Professor of Obstetric Medicine. 
JAMES M. HOLLOWAY, 
Professor of Anatomy. 
The meeting then adjourned. 

G. W. BAYLESS, Dean. 

MEETING OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES. 

The next we hear from the Trustees is what follows : 

Louisville, July 10, 1866. 
Q. W. Bayless, M. />., Dean : 

Sir — I am requested to inform you of the passage of the fol- 
lowing resolution adopted at a meeting of the Board of Trustees 
2 
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of the University of Louisville, at the meeting on the 7th inst., 
and also the election of the several Professors to the chairs as sta- 
ted therein : 

Resolved, That the remaining incumbents of the chairs in the 
Medical Department having declined tendering their resignation 
under the resolution adopted at the last meeting, it is ordered that 
they be removed from their offices as Professors. 

The following gentlemen were elected to the several chairs 
therein stated: J. Lawrence Smith, M. D., Chemistry; L. Pow- 
ell, M. D., Obstetrics; G. W. Bayless, M. D., Physiology; M. 
Goldsmith, M. D., Surgery ; S. G. Armor, M. D., Materia Medica 
and General Pathology; C. L. Ford, M. D., Anatomy. (See 
Note 2.) 

Most respectfully yours, 

W. S. VERNON, Secy 

The individual members of the proposed Faculty also received 
communications from the President pro tern., to which the follow- 
ing answers were sent to the Board of Trustees : 

FINAL COMMUNICATIONS WITH THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES BY THREE 
OP THE MEMBERS OF THE OLD FACULTY. 

Louisville, Ky., July, 1866. 
To the Board of Trustees of the University of Louisville : 

Gentlemen — I have received a communication from your 
Board through Dr. Henry Miller, your President pro tern., stating 
that " at a meeting of the Board of Trustees of the University of 
Louisville, held to-day, July 7th, 1866, you b were elected Profes- 
sor of Chemistry in the Medical Department," and subsequently 
to this a communication from your Secretary in explanation of 
the above, namely, that at the same meeting I was dismissed, 
with others of my colleagues, from the chairs we had occupied in 
the Medical Department of the University. When I accepted an 
appointment to the chair of Chemistry in 1854, 1 certainly placed 
myself in your power to be dismissed from the same place at your 
pleasure ; supposing, however, that your prerogative would be ex- 
ercised with justice and consideration. Now that power has been 
exercised upon me without justice and courtesy, and an act has 
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been committed calculated to do violence to my honest labors to 
establish a reputation in this comrimnity after having gained an 
honorable consideration both in this country and in Europe, and 
received frequent evidences of the esteem that my fellow-citizens 
have for me. 

Now, gentlemen, dismissed by you from the University, I deny 
all right on your part to use my name in any way whatever, with- 
out my consent ; and as I, therefore, neither applied to re-enter 
the Medical College, or authorized any one to use my name in 
connection therewith, I have no answer to make to your commu- 
nication sent through your President pro tern., other than is con- 
tained in the former part of this letter. 

Your ob'd't servant, 

J. LAWRENCE SMITH. 

Louisville, July 11, 1866. 
To the Board of Trustees of the University of Louisville: 

Gentlemen — I yesterday received from your Secretary a copy 
of a resolution passed at your meeting on the 7th inst., in the fol- 
lowing words, viz : 

Resolved, That the remaining incumbents of the chairs in the 
Medical Department having declined tendering their resignations 
under the resolution adopted at the last meeting, it is now ordered 
that they be removed from their offices as Professors. 

Your Secretary also informed me of my having been elected at 
the same meeting, to the chair of Physiology, and your Presi- 
dent pro tern.) has advised me of the same fact. Every one at all 
familiar with the history of the occurrences of the past few weeks 
in connection with the Medical College, understands this simply 
to mean an attempt to transfer me from the chair of Surgery to 
Physiology, without my consent, against my known wishes, with- 
out the slightest intimation of dissatisfaction on the part of Pro- 
fessors or students, and in the face of the remonstrance of my 
colleagues ^ 

I am very sure that no one who has the slightest knowledge of 
my character, will suppose for an instant that I could entertain 
the idea of accepting the position tendered me under sugh a state 
of facts. Respectfully, Ac. G. W. BAYLESS. 
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Louisville, July 11, 1866. 
Board of Trmtee* of the University of Louiwille: 

GentleMen — Having been dismissed from the chair of Obstet- 
ric Medicine in the Medical Department, by peremptory order of 
your Board without, as I conceive, any just or legitimate cause, it 
is hardly consistent with my sense of self-respect to entertain a 
proposition of re-appointment to the same. Accordingly the ap- 
pointment to the "chair" of Obstetric Medicine tendered by the 
Board through your President pro tern., in his communication of 
the 7th inst., is herewith declined. 

Your ob't serv't, 

LLEWELLYN POWELL. 

The events above detailed sufficiently prove that it was easy to 
pull down the College ; are coming events likely to prove that it 
is equally easy to build it up again ? We think not ; for it may 
be safely asserted that beyond the two individuals who are, the 
originators and instigators of these disturbances, the Board can 
not command the services of a single medical man in this city who 
has had any adequate experience in the business of teaching; nor 
is it within the bounds of probability that they will meet with 
more success abroad, for no eminent physician or surgeon will be 
persuaded to abandon his home and established business to take a 
position in a College from which he may at any time be expelled 
by the authorities without just cause. 

With this we leave our case to the just and enlightened senti- 
ments of this community. 

G. W. BAYLESS, M. D., 
J. LAWRENCE SMITH, M. D., 
LLEWELLYN POWELL, M. D., 
JAMES M. HOLLOWAY, M. D., 

Former members of the Medical Faculty of the University of Louisville. 
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NOTES. 



Note 1. — So indignant are we at such unjust insinuation in 
reference to our motives, that while we feel our denial is sufficient 
justification to those who know us, we thought proper to address a 
letter to those of our colleagues who had been associated with us 
just prior to the present difficulties, Drs. T. S. Bell and Lewis 
Rogers. In this note we insert our letter and their answer : 

Louisville, July 1 A , 1866. 
Dear Sirs — No doubt you will be as surprised a/3 we are to 
learn that certain parties, purporting to be working for the inter- 
ests of the Medical Department of the University of Louisville, 
with which their own interests seem to be more intimately connec- 
ted, have broadly asserted that the Faculty of that Department 
have brought to bear political prejudices in their efforts to 
fill the vacancies you so recently occupied, and from which you 
detached yourselves much against our desires. Now, you would 
confer on us a great favor, and do justice both to ourselves and 
the public, to tell us candidly if, in your long connection with us, 
as teachers, or since your separation from us, as counsellors, rely- 
ing at all times on your judgment and advice, you ever had rea- 
son to suppose that our motives in connection with the school or 
its Professors, had other than the highest interests of the institu- 
tion to govern them, irrespective of all personal or political mo- 
tives. Yours truly, 

G. W. BAYLESS, 

On the part of the former Faculty, 

Louisville, July 11, 1866. 
Gentle MEN—-In response to your inquiry, I cheerfully say that 
neither during my connection with you in the Faculty of the Med- 
ical Department of the University of Louisville, nor since my 
resignation, have I ever known any of you influenced in the 
slightest degree by any political motive. I found you at all times 
governed by a desire to do every thing in your power for the ad- 



Note 2. — In this organization one of our former associates has 
been left out entirely, and no doubt whatever he would have been 
dealt with in the same manner if we had all complied with the 
request to resign. For it was a part of the scheme to introduce 
Dr. Ford, of Vermont, into the Faculty ; a gentleman unknown 
to but one or two members of the profession here, either by rep- 
utation or otherwise; a lecturer, connected with several schools, 
who is expected to assume the duties of a Professor in the Uni- 
versity without disconnecting himself from the other schools; 
who has no interests here in common with our people. And to 
make way for him, Dr. Holloway was left out : a Kentuckian by 
birth and education, a tried and distinguished Surgeon living 
among us, and who gave ample satisfaction to his students and 
colleagues in his course of lectures last winter. 

The community has also been deprived of another valuable 
medical man, and probably more by the violent proceedings in 
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vancement of medical science, and by that alone. The" area of 
qualified and experienced teachers, among whom we could make 
selections for filling vacancies, was a very restricted one, and when 
we could not get what we wanted, we had to take what we could 
get. I never knew or heard of a better working Faculty than 
that of your Department of the University, and in all my inter- 
course with its members, down to the present moment, there hafc 
ever been a great constancy in all their acts and teachings, to do 
all that could be done for the promotion of the best interests of Iien ^ 1 

medical science, without the least deviation toward any thing for- ' one 

eign to that object. In my long and intimate intercourse with ee P tet 

the .Faculty, I never heard ^he. subject of politics broached. If I 
could ever be induced again to take a chair in a medical school, I 
should feel myself happy in finding a set of colleagues as well y 

disposed in all respects for medical teaching as those with whom wasc 

I was associated in the University of Louisville. •* j ceo j 

I am very respectfully and cordially yours, ^^ 

T. S. BELL. 
I fully concur in every thing written above by Dr. T. S. Bell. 

LEWIS ROGERS. 
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connection with the University than by any other cause. We 
allude to our former colleague, Dr. S. M. Bemiss. In the midst 
of the revolutionary proceedings he was invited to the chair of 
Theory and Practice of Medicine in the University of Louisiana, 
one of the wealthiest and most prosperous institutions of the 
South. It was a high compliment well deserved. But we doubt 
if our colleague would have been enticed away from his numerous 
friends if it had not been for the disgust he felt at what was being 
done in the University. He resigned his place with us, and ac- 
cepted the new one offered him. 

G. W. B., J. L. S., L. P. 



Note 3. — Judge Bodley, by whose vote the necessary majority 
was obtained to expel the Professors, had been elected to the of- 
{ fice of Trustee by a plurality and not a majority of the City Coun- 

cil as the law requires. This error was subsequently corrected by 
the City Council, and all subsequent proceedings of the Trustees 
were according to law. 
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